Speech by President Hadjirousos
At the dinner given by the President of the Belgian Senate

at the official residence of the presidency of the Senate 

at 7.30 p.m on Friday 28 May 2010
Mr President,

On behalf of the European Association of former Parliamentarians of the member states of the Council of Europe, may I thank you whole heartedly for your warm welcome and stimulating remarks. 

We are grateful to the Belgian Senate for the continued support extended to our Association in providing our administrative secretariat with particularly competent and motivated personnel to whom I express our gratitude. The support to our Association also extends to the material facilities granted to us by the French National Assembly, the official headquarters of our association, and availing myself of this opportunity I also thank the Chairman of the French Association Mr Xavier Hunault and all deputies for their invaluable contribution. 
We are particularly pleased to participate in the celebrations of the 30th anniversary of the Belgian Association Pro Lege. In effect, Belgium is one of the founding members of our Association. From the beginning of the 1980s, Mr Hubert Leynen, a former Belgian senator, devoted himself with his French, German and Italian colleagues in establishing the base of what was to become the European Association of former Parliamentarians. 

As you emphasised, Mr President, although we are no longer parliamentarians in office, we can contribute, thanks to our knowledge of political life and legislative proceedings, in making public opinion aware of European democratic values. 
The aim of the European Association is to promote the European ideal and contribute to European construction. Our Association therefore regularly organises colloquies and you have exhibited your interest in such debates by contributing in the debate on bicameralism in Europe held in Paris in February of this year. Our next colloquium will take place in Kiev at the beginning of October on the topic of “Migration and Integration in Europe” and I have no doubt that such a topical issue will give rise to great interest and in-depth debates.  

However, our activities could not develop without the kind support provided by the national associations. Our presence and the successful accomplishment of our objectives is based on their contribution and their activities.  I therefore congratulate the Belgian association Pro Lege for the 30 years of contribution and thank President Gaston Onkelinx for commemorating the event.
We wish this pioneering association every success and assure our Belgian colleagues of our continued support in their future activities and initiatives. 

