
ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT

(Immediately after the elections at the Senate in Paris on 26 February 2010)

I thank everyone for your trust in me undertaking the Presidency of the European  Association.

It is an honour for me to lead such a prestigious Club of distinguished members.

My task will not be easy as I shall have to face three inherent problems or challenges.

1.
My luck of knowledge of French and I apologise to all my French speaking colleagues.

I hope to overcome this problem with the assistance of our secretarial support and not only.

2.
The distant destination I come from 

3.
I am succeeding a very successful term of presidency by Camille Dimmer.
I congratulate Mr Dimmer for his excellent work in the two years of his presidency of our Association.  During his term of office Mr Dimmer has managed to strengthen  the Secretariat of our Association, to structure and streamline the proceedings of our association and has improved the communication with members and the visibility of the Association in general by assisting in the building, establishment and running of our website.

So what do we have to do?

We certainly do not aim to change the direction of the Association but we aim to continue and build on the success of the last two years by seeking the commitment and active contribution of the vice presidents, the past presidents and other members of the bureau, in order to achieve the objectives set  in specific areas of activity and special missions as determined by the Restricted Bureau.
We therefore aim

· To promote the image and enhance the visibility of our Association primarily 

through the website and by organising meetings and colloquies aiming at 

examining problems of society.

· To explore the opportunity created by the memorandum of understanding 
between FP-AP and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and the cooperation agreement signed with the Association of former members of the European Parliament.

· To pursue the policy of enlargement by inviting organised bodies of former 

parliamentarians of  member states of the Council of Europe to join.

· To support the idea of a European Charter for former parliamentarians that has 

been enriched with the positive ideas put forward by the national associations 

at the Lisbon Seminar.

· To maintain and improve the secretarial and administration support structure 

and proceedings set by Mr. Dimmer by working within a carefully planned 

financial budget.
The Restricted Bureau consists of the Chairperson, the four Vice-Presidents, the Secretary General and the Deputy Secretary General and it determines and distributes the tasks and missions among its members.

To accomplish the above objectives I would expect commitment and contribution from all the members of the bureau and in particular from the members of the Restricted Bureau who as a body and individually should be willing to undertake certain area of activity.

In case of impediment, each delegate of the restricted Bureau can be replaced by the other delegate of the Bureau of the member association concerned.

I would also expect the involvement of Past Presidents in the process who with their knowledge, experience and wisdom could extend invaluable assistance to the President the other members of the Restricted Bureau and other members who 
would be assigned special missions.
From my part I shall do what I can to achieve the objectives set and I would count on the support and contribution from all concerned.






