European Association of Former Members of Parliament


The Bureau Meeting in Luxembourg


The Bureau of the European Association of Former Members of Parliament – an association which has been presided since March 2008 by the Luxembourg Camille Dimmer – met on 19 June 2009 at the Chamber of Deputies in Luxembourg. The former members of parliament addressed a certain number of internal and organisational points. They also broached a current political topic: the result of the European elections. In this context, it is above all the high rate of abstention, 'a sign of a worrisome disaffection of European citizens', which drew their attention. During the discussion, a participant however emphasised that the low rate was mainly due to the disinterest of voters in the 12 new EU Member States. He remarked that, in the fifteen older member countries, participation had even increased by 2 to 3%.


It should also be mentioned that the Bureau heard a talk by the Luxembourg Minister for the Treasury and Budget, Luc Frieden, on the financial crisis and Luxembourg' and that in 2010, the association's biannual colloquy, which will be held in Kiev in Ukraine, will focus on migration policies. 


The European Association of Former Members of Parliament was founded in 1987 by the Belgian, French, German and Italian associations of former members of parliament. Luxembourg joined it in 2003. The Association is open to all national associations of Council of Europe member countries. To date, 18 national associations and the association of former members of the European Parliament have joined. 
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